Steps to Recycle Acoustical Ceiling Tiles
1. Pre-Certify the project

a. Material type: The majority of all acoustical ceiling tiles are recyclable mineral fiber; however there are some types which are not acceptable to recycle. 

i. Any tile with a foil backing

ii. Any tile made of hard “cast” material

iii. Any tile that has been painted

b. The project must be certified to be asbestos free
i. Buildings constructed prior to 1985 will require a thorough inspection of the project space by a licensed asbestos inspector. While the tiles themselves do not contain asbestos the area above them sometime does. Armstrong, who accepts the material, has zero tolerance for any chance of cross contamination, and thus require a report (ACP5) or letter which is stamped by a licensed inspector that states the project is free from any possible cross contamination.

ii. Buildings constructed post 1985 require a letter signed by the manager or owner of the property, on corporate letterhead, which states the year the building was constructed and that fact that there was no asbestos contained therein. 

2. Package the material

a. Ceiling tiles are typically transported on stable pallets. 

i. Pallets must contain no debris, or anything other than acoustical ceiling tiles and plastic wrap. 

ii. Pallets must not mix various material types. (For example, yellow fiberglass tiles must be on separate pallets from while mineral fiber tiles.)

3. Once the material has been transported to the recycling facility, it will be certified as being 100% recycled. This material will be transformed into new acoustical ceiling tiles, thus “closing the loop” for the lifecycle of this product. We can provide a certificate or letter which can be used for LEED C&D recycling credit. 
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